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lt's fair to say Costa Rica has nothing else like Nayara Tented Camp, the 31-

suite eco-retreat that opened in December near sister properties Nayara 

Gardens and Nayara Springs. Floating on stilts among the treetops, these are 

tenis in name only: fully climate -controlled, with wood floors, king -size 

canopy beds, freestanding tubs in the marble bathrooms, and two-headed 

outdoor showers. Handloomed rugs, leather-strap chairs, and a steamer 

trunk reimagined as a fald out bar allude to colonial-era safari lodges. Yet the 

effect is lighter, airier-not least because of the tenis' sheer size and the wall 

of glass that opens onto the prívate deck, where a spring-fed plunge pool 

hovers between 82 and 94 degrees. From that lofty perch one can gaze 

across the canopy of trees to the water's source: the steep charcoal slopes 

of Arenal Volcano. But the star attraction is the enveloping green and ali that 

dwells within it. A simple walk to breakfast is soundtracked by the chatter of 

parrots, the thrum of hummingbirds, the hhhwwwaaammp of howler 

monkeys. Orchids and heliconia seem to bloom as you watch. That's just on 

the property itself-beyond the gales, the rain-farested expanse of Arenal 

Volcano National Park contains countless bird species, rivers, waterfalls, and 

the near-perfect cone far which it was named. Ooub/es from $7,200. - Peter 

Jon lindberg 
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The layers of history embedded in the white sillar rock of this 1583 building 

add character to the new 11-room Relais & Cháteaux hotel, nestled in a 

narrow street at the heart of the colonial city of Arequipa. The décor at grg,, 

epitomizes organic luxury; each of its rooms is uniquely outfitted with 

sculptural wooden furnishings, linens in earthy hues, and contemporary 

fixtures; superior rooms have standing bathtubs and barrel-vaulted ceilings. 

Cocktails and alfresco meals are served on the arched lounge patio, with its 

alpaca-throw-laden sotas and pit fires; fallow the terrace and you'II come to a 

glass-walled restaurant nestled alongside a wine cellar and smaller prívate 

dining area. The cuisine is fresh and Peruvian-inspired, featuring dishes like 

river crayfish ceviche and yellow chili quinotto. The ambiance is appropriately 

meditative and peaceful far a place that was once a monastery, and it would 

be easy to breeze through a stay alternating between dips in the plunge pool, 

expert massages, and sunset cocktails on the soon-to-open rooftop bar -

but you'd be remiss to skip the singular discoveries to be had on one of the 

property's bilingual guided tours. Ooub/es from $370. -Juliana A Saad 
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